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of 1.5◦ C., 6.



Figure 2: Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. (2018). Global Warming
of 1.5◦ C., 6.
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Shock of the Anthropocene

History can offer:
I Wider narratives.
I Recovery contingency in

Anthropocene.
I Reflexivity in climate science.
I Governmentalitiy/biopolitics for

the 21st century.
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State of the Field

Energy Transitions

I Socio-technical systems
(Hughes 1993)
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State of the Field

Energy Transitions

U.S. EIA Projections Far from Accurate. Accessed at:
cleanenergyaction.org (2016).

I Socio-technical systems
(Hughes 1993)

I Niches, innovation,
S-curve
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State of the Field

Energy Transitions

Fouquet, Roger, and Peter JG Pearson. “Past and
prospective energy transitions: Insights from

history.” (2012): 2.

I Socio-technical systems
(Hughes 1993)

I Niches, innovation,
S-curve

I Past transitions (relevant?)
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State of the Field

Energy Transitions

(Geels 2014)

I Socio-technical systems
(Hughes 1993)

I Niches, innovation,
S-curve

I Past transitions (relevant?)
I Three-level analysis
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State of the Field

Energy Transitions
I Socio-technical systems

(Hughes 1993)
I Niches, innovation,

S-curve
I Past transitions (relevant?)
I Three-level analysis
I Three areas of focus:

quantitative systems
modeling, socio-technical
analysis, and
initiative-based learning
(Turnheim et al. 2015;
Köhler et al. 2019)
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Engagement with history

History and the Energy Transitions field

I In what ways do discourses of energy and climate erase
indigenous or alternative forms of knowledge, or hide the
particular history or assumptions underlying them?

I In what ways do energy technologies intersect with gender
roles and other binaries (such as public/private,
developed/developing, active/passive, self/other), and
between various identities? How should the costs and
benefits of energy production and use be distributed?

I At what point does a project become “too big” so that
potential benefits from economies of scale or cooperation
become over-whelmed by cost overruns and challenges?
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Engagement with history

History and the Energy Transitions field

I What impacts do the breakdown of families and
communities, and the rise of the individual, have on
patterns of energy consumption?

I Which energy systems have the fastest technological
learning curves, and do these relate to the national systems
of innovation in place at the time? What are the most
effective strategies for catalyzing private sector investment
in innovative low- or no-GHG emissions technologies?

I Which energy technologies and systems help reduce
poverty and meet development goals and which ones
exacerbate inequality and concentrate wealth?
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Engagement with history

History and the Energy Transitions field

I How do the energy security needs of developing countries
differ from those of developed countries?

I Which methodologies are best at measuring externalities?
I How do concepts from outside of economics—such as that

of “socio-ecological systems” enhance our understanding
of externalities?

I If economic or social theory suggests that externalities
should be included in energy prices, how can we convince
consumers or political leaders to accept higher costs?

I What different social groups are involved in the
production of (or may benefit from the use of) a particular
energy system?
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Engagement with history

Sample Contents
Energy Research and Social Science (May 2020):

I Backyard voices: How sense of place shapes views of large-scale energy
transmission infrastructure

I Solar electricity cultures: Household adoption dynamics and energy
policy in Switzerland

I Eager to connect, cautious to consume: An integrated view of the
drivers and motivations for electricity consumption among rural
households in Kenya

I Democratic quality and nuclear power: Reviewing the global
determinants for the introduction of nuclear energy in 166 countries

I Neglected intermediaries in bioenergy straw supply chains:
Understanding the roles of merchants, contractors and agronomists in
the England

I Young energy savers: Exploring the role of parents, peers, media and
schools in saving energy among children in Belgium
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Engagement with history

I Representativeness
I Evaluation
I Measuring/aggregating (costs, benefits, etc)
I Systemic understandings
I Causation
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Narrative and Empirical History

Lawrence Stone, The Revival of Narrative (1979)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Lawrence Stone, The Revival of Narrative (1979)

I Reaction to “scientific history” of social history, Annales,
‘cliometrics’.
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Narrative and Empirical History

Lawrence Stone, The Revival of Narrative (1979)

I Reaction to “scientific history” of social history, Annales,
‘cliometrics’.

Lawrence Stone, The Revival of Narrative

“Most historians now believe that the culture of the
group, and even the individual, are potentially at least
as important causal agents of change as the impersonal
forces of material output and demographic growth. There
is no theoretical reason why the latter should always dic-
tate the former rather than vice-versa and indeed evi-
dence is piling up of the contrary.” (Stone 1979, 9)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Lawrence Stone, The Revival of Narrative (1979)

I Reaction to “scientific history” of social history, Annales,
‘cliometrics’.

Lawrence Stone, The Revival of Narrative

”If I am right in my diagnosis, the movement to narra-
tive by the ‘new historians’ marks the end of an attempt
to produce a coherent scientific explanation of change in
past.” (Stone 1979, 19)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

I Theoretically-informed, balancing of agency and structure
(Sewell 2005)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

William Sewell, Logics of History

Social scientists’ most theoretically valuable habit of mind, in my opin-
ion, is their strong penchant for structural thinking, a penchant that
interpretivists generally share to a greater or lesser degree with posi-
tivists. . . social scientists tend to look or explanations in terms of rela-
tively limited set of enduring, entrenched, and causally powerful fea-
tures of the social world. Where historians tend to be satisfied with
multi-stranded but ultimately causally diffuse accounts, social scien-
tists tend to single out what they take to be the most causally impor-
tant features of the world and elaborate their dynamics systematically.
This insistence on explaining phenomena by means of well-defined
structural features tends to push researchers to greater theoretical and
methodological clarity. In my opinion, structural thinking is a social-
scientific virtue that historians could profitably emulate. (Sewell 2005,
14)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

I Theoretically-informed, balancing of agency and structure
(Sewell 2005)

I Empirical methods such as hypothesis testing (Jong,
Higgins, and Driel 2015)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

de Jong et al., “Towards a New Business History”

If business history is to develop, the traditional case study
approach needs to be complemented by the application of
empirical methods that scrutinise ideas and theories by
subjecting them to rigorous hypotheses testing... through
engagement with the circle of knowledge creation we an-
ticipate that these empirical methods will further develop
the discipline of business history.
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

I Theoretically-informed, balancing of agency and structure
(Sewell 2005)

I Empirical methods such as hypothesis testing (Jong,
Higgins, and Driel 2015)

I Causation and counterfactuals (Hilt 2017)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

I Theoretically-informed, balancing of agency and structure
(Sewell 2005)

I Empirical methods such as hypothesis testing (Jong,
Higgins, and Driel 2015)

I Causation and counterfactuals (Hilt 2017)
I Quantification (Sewell 2010)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

I Theoretically-informed, balancing of agency and structure
(Sewell 2005)

I Empirical methods such as hypothesis testing (Jong,
Higgins, and Driel 2015)

I Causation and counterfactuals (Hilt 2017)
I Quantification (Sewell 2010)
I Partial return to “scientific history”? (De Vries 2013)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Return from the Return to Narrative?

Jan de Vries, “The Return from the Return to Narrative”

I can now detect an undercurrent sucking historians back,
away from narrative history and away from micro- and
subjectivist histories and back to a concern with coherent,
causal explanation of social change. (De Vries 2013, 17)
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Narrative and Empirical History

Stone, Revival of Narrative

“[The use of quantification] has greatly improved the general quality
of historical discourse, by demanding the citation of precise numbers
instead of the previous loose use of words. Historians can no longer
get away with saying “more,” “less,” “growing,” “declining,” all of
which logically imply numerical comparisons, without ever stating
explicitly the statistical basis for their assumptions. It has also made
argument exclusively by example seem somewhat disreputable. Crit-
ics now demand supporting statistical evidence to show that the ex-
amples are typical, and not exceptions to the rule. These procedures
have undoubtedly improved the logical power and persuasiveness of
historical argument. Nor is there any disagreement that whenever it
is appropriate, fruitful and possible from the surviving records, the
historian should count.” (Stone 1979, 10–11)
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Methods

Methods

I Case-studies, hypothesis testing, correlations and
descriptive statistics, regression – causation

I Theory-building, exploratory analyses
I Employ numbers, graphs, statistics
I Texts can also be (simply) quantified
I Annales (with 21st-century methods)
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Conclusions

I Recover causality and generalizability, and other parts lost
with “scientific history.” This might require some
expansion of analytical toolkits.

I Meet other disciplines halfway
I These are that not all historians should use. But some

might.
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Thank you!

gregory.fergusoncradler@inn.no
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The “New” Social History

Eric Hobsbawm, “From Social History to the History of
Society”

“[For a “common working model”] one starts with the
material and historical environment, goes on to the
forces and techniques of production (demography com-
ing somewhere in between), the structure of the conse-
quent economy- divisions of labor, exchange, accumula-
tion, distribution of the surplus and so forth- and the so-
cial relations arising from these. These might be followed
by the institutions and the image of society and its func-
tioning which underlie them. . . . The practice is thus to
work outwards and upwards from the process of social
production in its specific setting.” (Hobsbawm 1971, 31)
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